National Public Health Week – April 6 to April 12, 2009

NEWS RELEASE

The Cambridge Guernsey County Health Department works every day to build the foundation for a healthy local community.

That’s especially appropriate during National Public Health Week (NPHW) – April 6 to 12 – because the 2009 theme is Building the Foundation for a Healthy America.

NPHW was established in 1995 and is organized by the American Public Health Association (APHA). Based in Washington, D.C., APHA works to spread the word about the public health’s contributions to society and ways to improve public health even more.

“Public health is everywhere, but many people don’t realize it,” said Richard G. Day, M.D., Health Commissioner and Medical Director for the Cambridge Guernsey County Health Department.  “When you have clean water to drink and safe restaurants in which to eat; when someone welcomes a new baby and that baby gets his first immunizations, public health was there to play an important role.”

The Cambridge-Guernsey County Health Department has made the following public health strides in Guernsey County since NPHW 2008.

· The Health Department has established a General Medical Clinic to serve 
the residents of the county.
	-	A drive-thru clinic was held in October 2008 and more than 485 influenza
injections were administered to local residents.
· The local WIC (Women Infant and Children food supplement) Program held an 
open house to celebrate the 35th anniversary of the Ohio WIC program.
· Our agency offered free blood pressure screenings throughout the county during
National Heart Month in February.
· The Health Department participated in a four day regional exercise for public
health emergency preparedness planning.


“I applaud the Cambridge-Guernsey County Health Department”  for their efforts to protect and improve the health of all Guernsey County residents,” said Ohio Department of Health Director Alvin D. Jackson, M.D. “Local public health is the cornerstone of good public health in the State of Ohio.”


Yours in good health,

Alvin D. Jackson, M.D.
Director, Ohio Department of Health
